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1)  (Optional) Take a discovery lesson with one of our instructors.  You’ll just 

“Know” if this is something you want to do! 

 

2) Start a six-month student pilot trial membership of AOPA. 
a. AOPA is the most important resource to utilize before spending “real” money on 

your training.  AOPA provides helpful training videos, student pilot guides and 

free legal and medical advice if you have any questions about airman medical 

certification. 

 

3) Complete a sample Medxpress medical application on AOPA’s website. 

 

4) Create an FAA Medxpress account and complete a medical application. 
a. You will need to have all of your current and previous medical, prescription, 

surgery and medical event information available. 

 

5) Find and schedule an appointment with an Airman Medical Examiner 

(AME).  We recommend Dr. Habig 
a. Such an examination for a 3rd class medical certificate will cost between $100-

$200 depending upon the AME.  Be aware that certain disqualifying conditions 

include current diagnosis and treatment for certain mental “illnesses” including 

anxiety, depression and ADHD.  Speak to an AOPA airman medical expert to 

ensure you have no disqualifying conditions before spending money on a 

medical exam. 

“Got your medical? If so, now it is time to spend some money” 

 

6) Purchase minimum materials (we have the books): 

a. An iPad Mini 6, with cradle and yoke mount. 

b. Lightspeed Zulu Headset. 

c. Get a flight bag, this could be a briefcase, backpack or other. 

 

7) Download Foreflight for a 30-day free trial.   

 

8) Begin watching YouTube ground school videos.  Your instructor will direct 

you to specific content. 

https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/students
https://medxpress.faa.gov/medxpress/
https://www.faa.gov/pilots/amelocator/
https://westfieldpremier.com/about/
https://rammount.com/products/ram-b-121-ap36u
https://www.sportys.com/lightspeed-zulu-3-headset.html
https://www.foreflight.com/
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9) Visit the FAA’s Integrated Airman Certification and Rating Application 

System (IACRA) and create and account. 

 

10) Complete an application in the IACRA system for a student pilot 

application and ask your instructor to approve it. 

 

11) When you have received a signoff from your instructor, schedule a written 

test at an FAA approved testing center.  

 

12) Continue flying solo and with your instructor.  Download the Private Pilot 

Airman Certification Standards (ACS). 

 

13) Once your instructor determines that you can meet the ACS and have 

passed the knowledge test, your instructor will schedule a checkride with a 

Designated Pilot Examiner. 

 

 

https://iacra.faa.gov/IACRA/Default.aspx
https://faa.psiexams.com/FAA/login
https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/acs/private_airplane_acs_6.pdf

